	Contra Costa College


	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	Journalism 130
	Number of Weeks
	18

	

Course Title
	Mass Communication
	Lecture Hours per term
	54

	Prerequisite
	There is no prerequisite for Journalism 130
	Lab Hours per term
	0

	Co-requisite
	There is no co-requisite for Journalism 130
	*HBA per term
	0

	Prerequisite or concurrently
	
	Activity Hours per term
	

	Challenge Policy                    
	There is no challenge policy for Journalism 130
	Units
	3.0

	Advisory
	There is no advisory for Journalism 130


	HOURS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
	0
	Hours per week.

	ACTIVITIES: (Please provide a list of the activities students will perform in order to satisfy the HBA requirement):

	

	


	COURSE DESCRIPTION


	This course surveys the origins, development, characteristics, content, theories, effects, practices and principles of mass media and their interrelationships with society in the digital age. Included are media literacy, gender and cultural diversity, media law and ethics, advancing technology, media influence, global media, and social trends and issues. 


	COURSE OBJECTIVES

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:


	Identify the societal roles and functions of each channel of mass communication, including their power and influence over individuals and society as a whole.

	Discuss the history of American press freedoms, including the five freedoms in the First Amendment, and be able to critically analyze the responsibilities attached to them.

	Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of the process of mass communication and specific problems in that process.

	Trace the historical development of each mass medium to better analyze why mass media function as they do today.

	Discuss global media issues and trends.

	Recognize the influence of technology on mass media content and its impact on society.

	Identify the legal responsibilities of mass media communicators in the areas of libel, privacy, pornography, copyright and freedom of information.

	Recognize proper and improper ethical behavior by producers of mass media content.


COURSE CONTENT: (In detail; attach additional information as needed and include percentage breakdown) 
	10
	%
	Introduction to mass communication/media literacy; historic press freedoms; theories, problems and effects of mass communication

	30
	%
	Surveying mass media channels (books, newspapers, magazines, recordings, film, radio, television, video, Internet) — current structures and roles

	20
	%
	History of mass media channels (books, newspapers, magazines, recordings, film, radio, television, video, Internet) — their origins and development

	15
	%
	Mass media and their relationship to society, culture and politics 

	10
	%
	Global media — trends and issues 

	7.5
	%
	Media legal issues including libel, privacy, copyright, pornography and freedom of information

	7.5
	%
	Media ethics and credibility


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION


	Lecture and discussion

	Classroom group work

	Conferences and guest speakers


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS


	Instructor generated handouts and miscellaneous readings of related contemporary reports

	Dictionary


	Textbook Title:
	Media/Impact

	 Author:
	Shirley Biagi

	        Publisher:


	Bedford/St. Martin’s   ISBN: 13-978-1-111-83529-3

	   Edition/Date:


	10th edition (2013)


	COURSE EXPECTATIONS (Use applicable expectations)


	       Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
	Hours per week


	Weekly Reading Assignments
	4

	Weekly Writing Assignments
	2

	Weekly Math Problems
	0

	Lab or Software Application Assignments
	0

	Other Performance Assignments
	0


 STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)
	10.5
	%
	Read and Respond writing assignments

	33
	%
	Two midterms

	21.7
	%
	Five quizzes

	13.1
	%
	Go and Figure writing projects

	21.7
	%
	Final Exam


	  GRADING POLICY (Choose LG, P/NP, or SC)


	
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass / No Pass
	X
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A 
	70% and above = Pass
	90% - 100% = A

	80% -   89% = B      
	Below 70% = No Pass                                  
	80% -   89% = B

	70%  -  79% = C     
	
	70%  -  79% = C

	60%  -  69% = D    
	
	60%  -  69% = D

	Below   60% = F  
	
	Below   60% = F

	or

	70% and above = Pass

	Below 70% = No Pass


	Prepared by:
	Paul DeBolt


	Date:
	04/19/13


Form Revised 04/13
